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At the August 25, 2008 MMBC Membership Meeting, 
Marlene Lein, President of the MMBC,  presented  
Michelle Gagnon with the 2007 -2008 MMBC Member 
of the Year Award.  Michelle was deserving of such 
an honor.  When something needed to get done,  
Michelle was always one of the first people to step 
up and volunteer.   
 
For the 2008 -2009 season, Michelle has taken on 
more responsibility.  She is Co -Chair of MMBC   
Fundraising with Veronica Hannemann.  She is a  
vital part of why the MMBC is so successful and will 
continue to be in the future.  
 
Michelle is one of the biggest Monarch fans around.  
She is not a ñstay-at -homeò fan.  She supports the 
team on the road, as well.  Congratulations, Michelle 
and thanks for you dedication!!!  

Four MMBC Members Attend AAHLBC Convention in Scranton, PA  

By Bill Walch  

The Association of AHL Booster Clubs held its 44 th  
convention on September 5 -7, 2008 in Scranton, 

PA.  Scranton is also known as the Electric City, 
because of its innovative use of electricity in   
trolley cars.  

Early on September 5, 2008, MMBC members 
John & Lydia Perry, Michelle Gagnon and I left for 

Scranton, Pennsylvania for the weekend.  The ride 
was uneventful and didnôt seem to last too long.  
There was general chatter amongst the four of us, 
everything from hockey & past conventions to our 
everyday lives.  We arrived at the Scranton Hilton 
around 2 PM.  Our rooms were not ready yet, so 
we drove down the street to get a bite to eat.  We 

came across Alfredoôs Pizza Caf®.  Mmmmmm, it 
was delicious.  The four of us pledged to go back 
there to eat if we came back to Scranton for a 
game.  In the same strip mall was Gertrude Hawk 
Chocolates.  Needless to say, none of us left empty 
handed.  

We returned to the hotel around 3 PM and the 
rooms were ready for us.  After the hotel check -in, 
we went up to the 2nd floor to let them know we 

arrived.  Upon doing so, each participant was given 
a goodie bag.  Ok, not a bag.  It was a red six -pack 
cooler.  Inside, there were several items check -in 
for the convention, which was on the second floor.  
We were each given credentials, which were      
attached to a WB -Scranton lanyard, a six -pack 
cooler with the WBS Pens Booster Club logo on it.  
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Board of Directors  

President:                               Marlene Lein  

president@monarchsboosters.com  

Vice President:                        Noelle Clark  

vp@monarchsboosters.com  

Treasurer:                              Laura Messer  

messermedical@msn.com  

Recording Secretary:                Marc Major  

marc.major@comcast.net  

Membership Director:              Katie Kemp  

membership@monarchsboosters.com  

Chairpersons  

Fundraising:                      Michelle Gagnon  

                      Veronica Hannemann  

fundraising@monarchsboosters.com  

Trips:                                          Hal Collins  

Gerry Clark               

trips@monarchsboosters.com  

Communications:                        Bill Walch  

news@monarchsboosters.com  

Social:                                 Victoria LaDuke  

social@monarchsboosters.com  

The Manchester Monarchs Booster Club is an        

Independent, volunteer (NH 501 c 4) organization 

committed to supporting the Manchester Monarchs 

Hockey Club and the communities in which we live.  

The Manchester Monarchs Booster Club publishes 

ñCenter Iceò once a month and is distributed to all 

members, sponsors and the general public at all   

Monarchs home games.  All articles submitted are 

subject to editorial review and will be edited for 

length or content.  Articles used become property of 

the  Manchester Monarchs Booster Club.  All views 

and opinions expressed in this publication is strictly 

that of the authors and does not necessarily reflect 

the opinions of the Manchester Monarchs Booster 

Club or the Manchester Monarchs Hockey Club.  

Hello MMBC members!  

Hockey season is upon us.  Opening day is 
October 11 in Portland, Maine.  The Monarchs 

home opener at the Verizon Wireless Arena is 
on Saturday, October 18 vs. the Lowell    
Devils.   Can't wait!!    

Once the Kings' training camp opens, we'll 
have a better idea of which players will     
ultimately be assigned to Manchester.   Based 

on what I've read, it appears we'll once  
again have a very young team, sprinkled with 
a few veterans.   Let's hope that the Kings will 
send us some guys that will once again make 
for a very competitive team.  
 

Noelle & I are meeting with Jeff Eisenberg & Cheryl Abbott on Monday,  
September 22.   Among the items on the agenda are our table location 
in the arena, merchandising/fundraising, and the FO's support of our 
efforts.   If there is anything in particular that you'd like for us to      
discuss, please email me at president@monarchsboosters.com . 
 

Our next general meeting is Mondayô October 6 at 7:15 pm, at the Elks 
Lodge in Hooksett.   I'm not sure at this point if we'll have a guest 
speaker or not.  
 
If anyone knows of a kid hockey player who might benefit from some 
of our hockey scholarship money, please get the name and contact  

information to Noelle.  
 
Thanks a ton to Mike and Laura Messer for the use of their home for 
our summer outing.   While the weather was less than cooperative, all 
those present had a great time.  Also, thanks to those who attended 
and brought a dish to share.  
 

Looking forward to seeing everyone at our next meeting!  

GO MONARCHS!!!  
 
Marlene  

Greetings from the President  

 

Next MMBC Membership Meeting                                                                                                                               

Monday, October 6 ~ 7:15 PM ~ Manchester Elks Lodge                                                                               

39 Londonderry Turnpike (Rte 28 Bypass) ~ Hooksett, NH 

  

2008 - 2009 MMBC Sponsors  

Wild Rover Pub, Checkmate Pizza, La Caretta, Hollywood Sub, 

Murphyôs Taproom, Shawôs Supermarkets, Awesome Pizza  

http://us.mc345.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=president@monarchsboosters.com


Monarchs Schedule  
 

Through 12/16/08 ~ All game times are EST  

SAT -  10/11/08 -  Manchester @ Portland - 7:00 pm      

FRI  -  10/17/08 -  Manchester @ Lowell -  7:00 pm      

SAT -  10/18/08 -  Lowell @ Manchester -  7:30 pm      

SUN - 10/19/08 - Springfield @ Manchester -  4:00 pm      

FRI  -  10/24/08 -  W-B/Scranton @ Manchester -  7:30 pm      

SAT -  10/25/08 -  Manchester @ Hartford -  7:00 pm    

WED -  10/29/08 -  Lowell @ Manchester -  7:00 pm     

SAT -  11/01/08 -  Manchester @ Worcester -  7:05 pm      

FRI  -  11/07/08 -  Philadelphia @ Manchester -  7:30 pm     

SUN - 11/09/08 - Chicago @ Manchester -  4:00 pm      

FRI  -  11/14/08 -  Norfolk @ Manchester -  7:30 pm      

SAT -  11/15/08 -  Norfolk @ Manchester -  7:00 pm      

WED -  11/19/08 -  Manchester @ Hamilton -  7:30 pm     

FRI  -  11/21/08 -  Manchester @ Rochester -  7:35 pm      

SAT -  11/22/08 -  Manchester @ Lake Erie -  1:00 pm      

TUE -  11/25/08 -  Manchester @ Chicago -  8:00 pm      

WED -  11/26/08 -  Manchester @ Grand Rapids -  7:00 pm      

FRI  -  11/28/08 -  Portland @ Manchester -  7:30 pm    

SAT -  11/29/08 -  Manchester @ Hartford -  7:00 pm     

SUN - 11/30/08 - Manchester @ Portland -  4:00 pm     

FRI  -  12/05/08 -  Worcester @ Manchester -  7:30 pm     

SAT -  12/06/08 -  Manchester @ Springfield -  7:00 pm     

TUE -  12/09/08 -  Manchester @ Portland - 7:00 pm      

FRI  -  12/12/08 -  Albany @ Manchester -  7:30 pm      

SAT -  12/13/08 -  Providence @ Manchester -  7:00 pm      

SUN - 12/14/08 -  Manchester @ Providence -  4:05 pm       

TUE -  12/16/08 -  Manchester @ Manitoba -  8:30 pm  

Operation Troop 

Support  

The                                        

Manchester Monarchs Booster Club, 

in cooperation with 106.3 Frank FM 

(Nashua), is holding a letter writing 

campaign in support of US Military 

Personnel in Iraq & Afghanistan.   

This campaign will last the entire 

month of September and the letters 

will be shipped out to the troops in 

early October, so they will receive 

them around Veteranôs Day. 

We have made it easy for you to 

participate.  Go to 

www.monarchsboosters.com/Military       

You can send your letter right from 

that page.  No pen, paper or 

stamps needed.  



Convention, Continued from Page 1  

Inside the cooler were many 
trinkets, including a travel    
calculator, letter opener, a pen 
in the shape of a penguin, a 

koosie, two keychains, pencil 
and a bag of Fritoôs Corn Chips.  
We also received a plastic bag 
with visitor information on the 
area.  This is the fist convention 
since I have been going where 
they only sold polo shirts.  They 

did not sell any t -shirts.  

This yearôs theme was        
Nickelodeonôs TV Land.  The 
convention schedule came with 
our credentials, which gave us 

the important events &         
locations.  

We went to our rooms and just 
relaxed.  At 4 PM, Michelle and I 
went to the Convention E -Board 
Meeting, which lasted for about 

one hour and 15 minutes.  We 
sat with Joyce & Nancy from 
Peoria.  

At this yearôs convention, there 
was a total of 240 people     

representing 25 booster clubs 
from across the league.  The 
following is a list of each 
booster club and the number of 
members attending the       
convention:   

Albany (12), Baltimore (5), 
Binghamton (36), Bridgeport 
(17), Chicago (3), Grand Rapids 
(2), Halifax (1), Hamilton (9), 
Hartford (0), Hershey (13), 
Houston (0), Iowa (0), Lake 

Erie (Cleveland)(5), Kentucky 
(0), Lowell (14), Manchester 
(4), Manitoba (0), Milwaukee 
(0), Norfolk (5),  Peoria (3), 
Philadelphia (Firebirds)(1), 
Philadelphia (Phantoms)(8), 
Pittsburgh (6), Portland (4), 
Providence (4), Quad City (0), 
Rochester (10), Rockford (0), 
Saint John (0), San Antonio (0), 
Springfield (13), St Johnôs (0), 
Syracuse (12), Toronto (0), 
Utica (1), W -B/Scranton (38) & 

Worcester (14).  

Dinner was buffet style and 

started at 6 PM.  The buffet     
included Chicken Francaise, 
Pierogies & PA polish sausage 
(kielbasa).  The food was very 
good.   

After dinner, it was time for the 
costume contest.  With a theme of 
TV Land, there was a lot to 
choose from.  Lowell was 
ñM*A*S*Hò, Binghamton was 
ñGilliganôs Islandò, Portland was 
Laverne & Shirley, while a couple 

from Springfield were Howard & 
Marion Cunningham of Happy 
Days.  There were others too.  

After the contest was over, it was 
time to hit the hospitality room, 
hosted by the Syracuse Crunch 
Booster Club.  Thank you very 
much for your willingness to host.  

Rookie initiation started at 11 PM.  
This gives convention veterans an 
opportunity to ñwelcomeò this 

yearôs batch of rookies...36 in all.  
ROOKIE, ROOKIE, ROOKIE!  It is 
always a fun time for us...not so 
much for the rookies.   

On Saturday, the breakfast buffet 
was open from 7:30 AM until 9:30 
AM.  At the same time, the 
booster club tables were open for 
business in the meeting room.  
Most booster clubs were selling 
merchandise and 50/50 tickets.   

The general meeting took place 
from 10 AM until just before noon.  
The AAHLBCC Board was         
introduced & roll call was taken.   

After the meeting was over,    
people went on side trips.  The 

side trips available were a bus trip 
to Mohegan Sun Casino at Pocono 
Downs or the Lion Brewery tour.  
John, Lydia, Michelle & I decided 
to drive to the casino, since we 
had not signed up for the bus trip.   

John & Lydia went right for the 
slots.  Michelle & I decided to get 
a bite to eat first.  We chose the 
Casino Buffet, with tons to choose 
from at a price of $11.  Definitely 
the biggest and best buffet I have 

ever found.  Everything was made 
fresh and right there in front of 
you.  

After lunch, we hit the slots.  As 
far as the slot machines, there 
was not much to it, since all I had 
to do was put money into the  
machine and watch it disappear.  
I ended up losing $65 in 3 hours.  
Then we decided to head back to 
the hotel.  

At 7 PM, the semi - formal dinner 
started.  Dinner selections were 
beef, chicken or fish.  Once      
finished eating, the first guest 

speaker of the night, Sean 
Lavoine, the AHL Vice President, 
Licensing and Corporate Sales, 
was introduced.  When he       
finished up, the second guest 
speaker, Todd Reirden, was     

introduced.  Todd is a veteran 
of  nearly 200 NHL games, mostly 
with the St. Louis Blues and     
Atlanta Thrashers.  Todd has also 
spent some time in the minors 
with AHL and IHL teams like    
Albany, Chicago, Hamilton & 
Springfield.  Todd has most     
recently accepted the job as    
assistant coach for the Wilkes 
Barre/Scranton Penguins and was 
very gracious when asked if he 
could fill in at the last minute.  

Both guests were great.  They 
were also rookies and yes, they 
were initiated.   

It was time for all the raffle  
drawings, but before they did, 

AAHLBCC President Howie Lewis 
made a few announcements.   
Michelle Gagnon was recognized 
for winning the MMBC Member of 
the Year and thanks to Eric from 
Hershey who canôt keep a secret, 
he also announced it was my 
birthday.  Between Michelle & I, 
we won a 50/50 for $100 and I 
won a Peoria Booster Club gift 
bag filled will many items from 
the Peoria, IL area.  Afterwards, 
several clubs worked together to 

host a hospitality room.  

It was time for bed.  We decided 
to meet at 9 AM for the Sunday 
breakfast buffet.  Afterward, it 
was time to say our goodbyes and 

head home.  Thanks to John for 
his willingness to drive us to and 
from convention.  



44th Annual AAHLBC Convention ~ Scranton, PA ~ September 5 -7, 2008  

 


